
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday, April 5, 2020  |  Smiling at Strangers 
 
I have a new routine.  After working all day at home, I hit the road for a walk at 
5:00.  Physically and mentally I just need to get out of the house, get the blood flowing 
and reacquire a sense of sanity.  With phone in hand, I either call a friend to 
commiserate or listen to newly introduced music.  It’s my daily escape and reset button. 
 
As I pass others along the route, we smile, nod and say hi.  Even though we are 
separated by 20 feet of pavement and a double yellow line, in that instant there exists 
an understanding that we are feeling the same.  It’s a camaraderie that wasn’t there 
before.  I don’t know anything about these people, but our expressions say we share 
similar emotions, conveying, “It’s nice to see other people.”  “I hope you’re OK.”  “Wow, 
this is hard.” 
 
The current health crisis is a great equalizer.  The virus 
doesn’t care who we are. It’s infecting people regardless of 
age, economic status or nationality.  We are all sheltering in 
place - one source estimates that a staggering 82% of the 
gross domestic product (the economy) is under a stay-at-home 
order1.  Emotionally, this is hard. 
 
I could go for a walk in Seattle, Tucson or Naples, Florida and 
have the same experience.  Smiling at strangers across the 
double yellow line.  I don’t know anything about you, but I 
know how you feel. 
 
There will be plenty of positives that emerge from this 
experience.  Even as our lives begin to thankfully diverge, 
perhaps we will continue to smile at strangers, but then slow  
down and genuinely ask how they are. 
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1 Michael Gapen, chief U.S. economist at Barclays <https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/02/job-losses-in-march-

could-be-the-worst-in-a-decade-and-thats-just-the-beginning.html> 

 

 

DISCLOSURES  
 
Great Diamond Partners, LLC is registered as an investment adviser and only transacts business in 
states where it is properly registered, or is excluded or exempted from registration requirements. 
Registration as an investment adviser does not constitute an endorsement of the firm by securities 
regulators nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability. 
 
Please note, the information provided in this document is for informational purposes only and 
investors should determine for themselves whether a particular service or product is suitable for their 
investment needs.  Please refer to the disclosure or offering documents for further information 
concerning specific products or services. 
 
Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. 
 
Nothing provided herein constitutes tax advice.  Individuals should seek the advice of their own tax 
advisor for specific information regarding tax consequences of investments.  Investments in securities 
entail risk and are not suitable for all investors.  This is not a recommendation nor an offer to sell (or 
solicitation of an offer to buy) securities in the United States or in any other jurisdiction. 
 
This document may contain forward-looking statements relating to the objectives, opportunities, and 
the future performance of the U.S. market generally.  Forward-looking statements may be identified by 
the use of such words as, “believe,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “should,” “planned,” “estimated,” “potential” 
and other similar terms.  Examples of forward-looking statement include, but are not limited to, 
estimates with respect to financial condition, results of operations, and success or lack of success of 
any particular investment strategy.  All are subject to various factors, including, but not limited to 
general and local economic conditions, changing levels of competition within certain industries and 
markets, changes in interest rates, changes in legislation or regulation, and other economic, 
competitive, governmental, regulatory and technological factors affecting a portfolio’s operations that 
could cause actual results to differ materially from projected results.  Such statements are forward-
looking in nature and involve a number of known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, 
and accordingly, actual results may differ materially from those reflected or contemplated in such 
forward-looking statements.  Prospective investors are cautioned not to place any undue reliance on 
any forward-looking statements or examples.  Neither Great Diamond Partners, LLC nor any of its 
affiliated or principals nor any other individual or entity assumes any legal obligation to update any 
forward-looking statements as a result of new information, subsequent events or any other 
circumstances.  All statements made herein speak only as of the date that they were made. 
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